must stand. 5 This 'floor' then becomes the foundation of European family law, as Contracting States must not fall below what is required by the decision and thus the Convention. Therefore the decisions have considerable impact on law reform as well as on the interpretation of national statutes, and they 'Europeanise' the national laws across jurisdictions. At the same time the minimum standard thus set becomes a part of the common European family law. Because of the way in which this European family law comes about, it of course is not a coherent set of rules, but rather a disjointed collection of bits and pieces. But it cannot be denied that these bits and pieces form the gametes of a common European family law. 6 The same, although to a lesser extent, is true for the other big institution, the European Union, and (Katharina Boele-Woelki) . But the particulars of the impact are more difficult to show; in contrast with the institutions mentioned above, the impact is indirect in the sense that there are the national legislatures and courts who actually bring about the changes in the law. And these legislatures are increasingly aware that they are operating in a European environment and are creating laws accordingly; and courts are adjudicating with European Union Law and the European Convention on Human Rights in mind. These law reforms and decisions can be -and often are -inspired by the work of these institutions and indeed the developments within other European and non-European jurisdictions (on which see the second volume of the book set, 'European Family Law Volume II: The Changing Concept of 'Family' and Challenges for Domestic Family Law'). But unless this influence is made obvious by express reference to these institutions, it is hard to claim with certainty that an impact has actually occurred. We can identify however several clear examples of such indirect impact: Especially the academic initiative of the Commission on European Family Law (CEFL) which, based on in-depth comparative studies is drafting 'Principles of European Family Law', appears to be exercising an increasing influence. National legislatures have started to consult these Principles when thinking about family law reforms, and in some sense these Principles are slowly but surely becoming the yardstick against which national laws are measured. The final chapter of the first volume then deals with the impact of religion on European family law. As said in the general introduction to the book set, the Christian faith is often seen as a 'basis' or at least a unifying factor of Europe and thus potentially, by extension, of European family law. But given that there exist very significant differences between the various Christian faith groups in Europe (and beyond), and that in addition many European citizens are not of the Christian faith to begin with and most jurisdictions are formally secular, at least in the contemporary day and age that the Christian faith is a common factor for the current family law may be a questionable assumption. Certain common historical roots, however, cannot be denied, and there indeed appears to be a resurgence of religious themes in certain debates (for example, on the nature of marriage). Therefore it was apt to include a chapter on religion in the first volume of the book set.
Together Cf. Walter Pintens, in this volume, Which is analysed further in the fourth volume of the book set, 'The Present and Future of European Family Law'.
